
Welcome to our first Newsletter of the academic year 2023-2024.  As 

Head of the School and Head of the Primary, we are delighted to 

welcome you as part of the Dean Trust family of schools.  We would 

like to thank you all for your support; it was a great start to the year. 

Pupils looked very smart in their new uniform and fully prepared for 

the new academic year ahead.   We would like to officially welcome 

our new Nursery, Reception and Year 7 cohorts. All made an 

excellent start and we look forward to working in partnership with 

their families over the coming years.  This week, we launched the 

Dean Trust Behaviour Hub programme in the Secondary phase and 

Primary phase will join this programme in the coming weeks. A key 

strategy is ‘Ready to Learn/Ready to Leave’ and it has been exciting 

to see our staff and pupils embracing this across the school at the 

start and end of every lesson. We will be communicating fortnightly 

with you via this Newsletter; it is an opportunity for us to share with 

you the fabulous work that goes on in our school as well as giving 

you key dates and information. Please take time to read and enjoy it.

With best wishes for the weekend,

May I wish you a very warm welcome to AMCS new 

newsletter!

It has been a busy summer. We were very pleased with our 

Year 6 pupils who made excellent progress in Reading and showed resilience whilst 

sitting their SAT. We wish them good luck in Year 7. Our Year 11s showed that, despite 

the impact of the pandemic and return to pre-pandemic levels of exam grade thresholds, 

they were able to achieve GCSE and vocational grades for which they can be proud. We 

were successful in making the transition to joining The Dean Trust family of schools: we 

look forward to improvements in standards, learning, outcomes and environment. And 

finally, we have made a fantastic start to the new academic year, with our pupils arriving 

to school physically and mentally ‘ready to learn’. 

As part of our transition to The Dean Trust, I am very proud to announce that I will 

remain as Executive Headteacher for Abraham Moss Community School. I am also 

proud to announce that Mrs Josette Arnold will lead the school on a day-to-day basis as 

‘Head of School’. Those in our community who have met Mrs Arnold will no doubt have 

been impressed by her passion for our pupils and the community. Mrs Arnold and our 

team of dedicated staff are committed to embedding the highest standards and 

expectations so our children can thrive and succeed in their academic and social 
development.

I wish you all health, happiness and every success.

A Shakos
Mr. Andy Shakos

Executive Headteacher’s Message

Mr. Andy Shakos
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A Fantastic 1st Week in Pictures 



All pupils who complete the literacy challenge will be awarded achievement 
points! 

Understanding prefixes  (a word, letter, or number placed before 
another) and their meanings can really help you to work out the definition 
of unfamiliar words. For example, the word ‘kind’ becomes a negative when 
we add the prefix ‘un’ to it - ‘unkind’ means not kind.

How many words can you think of that start with the following prefixes? 

pre    mis     de     tele    tri      bi    oct    sub     

When you have listed some words that start with each of these prefixes, 
match the prefixes to the correct meanings.

Submit your answers here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWVPR9eb1uph899791b_2
BEuiCmqMwja_5J9S3KTdlsN4KDQ/viewform?usp=sf_link

Literacy Challenge

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWVPR9eb1uph899791b_2BEuiCmqMwja_5J9S3KTdlsN4KDQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Numeracy At AMCS

There are many ways that you can improve your numeracy skills at AMCS and

it’s not just during your Maths lessons!

During tutor time, all pupils in Years 7-9 will be taking part in the Numeracy

Ninjas activity. This will help you to fill any gaps in your basic mental strategies,

timestables and key skills. At the end of the activity you need to calculate your

score to reveal which ninja belt you have achieved, score 30/30 and you will be

a black belt maths ninja!

“Good Numeracy is the best protection against unemployment, low wages and 

poor health”

Andreas Schleicher – Education Director, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), 2013

Every week the Maths department will set a Maths Challenge question which 

will be displayed outside of the Maths classrooms and at the end of the Maths 

corridor.

The first challenge question of the year is:

How many cards would you need to draw out of a 

deck of 52 playing cards to be sure of getting a black 

queen?

Submit your written method and answer to Ms Hughes in 334

Good Luck!

Throughout the academic year there will be multiple opportunities to involve

yourself in the numeracy related activities around the school starting with

Fibonacci day in November to Pythagoras Day in July!



Enrichment

MONDAY:

Badminton Year 10 & Year 11 (girls and 
boys)

Boxing TBC

TUESDAY:

Basketball All years (girls and boys)

Swimming All years

Football Year 7 and Year 11

WEDNESDAY:

Football Year 8 and 9

Cycling All years

THURSDAY:

Football Year 10

Netball All years

FRIDAY:

Badminton Years 7, 8 and 9 (girls and boys)

Fitness All years



Dates for Diary

➢ Thursday 14 September 2023 - Year 11 Welcome Evening

➢ Wednesday 20 September 2023 - Governors AGM Meeting

➢ Thursday 21 September 2023 - Year 10 Welcome Evening

➢ Tuesday 26 September 2023 - Higher Attainers Evening

➢ Thursday 28 September 2023 - Opening Evening

Mensa IQ Test

During the last academic year 40 of our High Attaining Pupils’ sat the Mensa IQ

Test. This is a Nationally recognised test that tests our pupil’s intelligence

quotient, which means how well someone can use information and logic to

answer questions. The test from Mensa is available to anyone over the age of

10 and students as well as adults would sit the same test.

During the last academic year, 8 of our pupils who took the test (20%)

achieved a score of 148 or over, which meant that their score was high enough

for them to gain a place into Mensa, the High IQ Society. A further 12 of our

pupils (30%) achieved a 131-145, which put their scores in the top 10% and

just missed out on a place in Mensa.


