
Welcome to our first Newsletter of the academic year 2023-2024.  As 
Head of the School and Head of the Primary, we are delighted to 
welcome you as part of the Dean Trust family of schools.  We would 
like to thank you all for your support; it was a great start to the year. 
Pupils looked very smart in their new uniform and fully prepared for 
the new academic year ahead.   We would like to officially welcome 
our new Nursery, Reception and Year 7 cohorts. All made an 
excellent start and we look forward to working in partnership with 
their families over the coming years.  This week, we launched the 
Dean Trust Behaviour Hub programme in the Secondary phase and 
Primary phase will join this programme in the coming weeks. A key 
strategy is ‘Ready to Learn/Ready to Leave’ and it has been exciting 
to see our staff and pupils embracing this across the school at the 
start and end of every lesson. We will be communicating fortnightly 
with you via this Newsletter; it is an opportunity for us to share with 
you the fabulous work that goes on in our school as well as giving 
you key dates and information. Please take time to read and enjoy it.

 

With best wishes for the weekend,

 

Headteacher Message
Mrs. Josette Arnold & Mrs. Faye Bond

19th January 2024

Dear Parent/Carer,

Can we start by wishing you a very Happy New 
Year. We hope that you enjoyed a restful break 
with family and friends. We have had an 
excellent start to 2024 and the Spring Term at 
Abraham Moss. The pupils returned fully 
equipped and ready to learn and they have met 
our high standards in all key areas of the school 
over the past few days. Year 11 received their 
mock examinations results before we broke up 
and are now working hard to ensure they 
maximise every learning opportunity as the 
countdown to their final examinations begins. 
The school’s key areas of focus for the term ahead include Curriculum, 
Teaching and Learning and Behaviour. We are also placing a specific 
emphasis on Literacy. I welcome you supporting your children in these 
areas and I will keep you updated as to our developments over the 
coming weeks. 

With best wishes for the weekend,

Mrs J Arnold and Mrs F Bond



Team History
The History Department have been super impressed with our pupils return 
to school and would like to give a special mention to the following pupils.

Year 7
Nidal 
Mgheag
Seerat 
Fatima 
Aiman 
Shabaz
Saaqib 
Memon
Yousif 
Ozman

Year 8 
Suhail Adem
Fatima 
Mohammad
Esa Sufian
Hadijah 
Tsecho 
Albatoul 
Shawish  

Year 9 
Chiedozie 
Chika 
Ovbiagele
Lorisa Hysa
Sad Abbasi 
Olga 
Osowska 

Year 10 
Annabelle 
Chan 
Sabiha Imran 
Zaineb Malik 
Maida Khan

Year 11
Anoosha Rafi 
Butt
Santosh Kaur
Zaineb 
Sabati
Laiba Qaiser
Nafisa Shikhi



Historical Fiction – Book of the Week 

The Book Thief is a story about a 
girl growing up with foster parents  
in Germany during World War II. 
She steals books, learns to read, 
and finds comfort in words. While 
adapting to her new home, she is 
exposed to the horrors of the war 
and politics.

'Unsettling, life-affirming, triumphant 
and tragic. This is a novel of 
breathtaking scope, masterfully told' 
- Guardian

Our favourite Podcast series
Short History of... is the podcast by Noiser, narrated by John Hopkins, that 
transports you back in time to witness history's most incredible moments 
and remarkable people.



What have we learnt about in History so far this year?

Year 3

Year 8 have studied the British Empire and tackled debates on how it 
should be remembered. They showed great maturity throughout the 
entirety of the topic and extended this to the study of the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade. Pupils looked at the Triangular process which enslaved 
millions of Africans and how this was eventually abolished. 

Year 7 started this year building up skills such as 
source analysis and learning how to become history 
detectives. They then moved on to looking at different 
settlers in Britain. They first studied the Roman invasion 
and are now up to the final successful invasion of 
Britain, William the Conqueror & the Normans. 
Throughout these topics, pupils have built up their 
subject knowledge and developed key skills needed in 
a history class. 



What have we learnt about in History so far this year?

Year 10 has made a great start to GCSE History.   This academic year they 
have explored the theme of conflict and tension through studying post-war 
Europe and are now looking at Germany after their defeat in WW1. They 
are working very hard to build up their extended writing, with some 
success.  Hard work and dedication is visible in the classroom and with the 
work produced in books,  even when the history can be hard to get their 
head around.

Year 11 have been working continually hard to complete their GCSE 
course. They started the year by exploring Power and the People and how 
power fluctuates historically and they are now just starting the Elizabethan 
paper which includes lots of dramatic events. They are doing us proud in 
history and producing lots of impressive work. 

Year 9 has covered some sensitive and grown up topics so far in this 
academic year.  The maturity shown has been impressive in terms of how 
they have navigated through this. Our student voice panel discussed how 
much they appreciated looking into hard hitting history such as the 
Rwandan genocide. Pupils have had to tackle tricky questions like who is to 
blame and have articulated themselves tremendously well. 



History Challenge 
 

Can you guess what we are 
talking about?
• It happened in 

1847

• It took place in 
Britain

• It was created by 
JS Fry and Sons

• It had always 
been a drink 
rather than food



Interesting Fact
 

The first ever chocolate bar!



Literacy Challenge
 

Look at the key vocabulary that you are likely to learn in your history 
lessons.

Based on your knowledge of these words, can you work out the 
meaning of the prefixes (these are the letters highlighted in red at the 
start of each word)? For example, the prefix ‘tri’ as in triangle means 
3.

Write your answers down on paper. Any pupils who give their 
answers to Mr Proctor or Ms Issa will receive achievement points.

1.  Post-war  
2.  post-revolution 
3.  prehistoric
4.  undemocratic 
5.  mid-century

CHALLENGE - Try putting these words into sentences of your own!



Maths Challenge
 

WC 8TH January Maths Challenge winner is Mousa in 7HT – Well done 
Mousa.

 

Ninja Maths Grading

The following pupils took part in the Ninja Maths grading this week and 
the following belts were awarded:

● Mousa 7HT Red belt
● Shahmeer 7NM Blue belt
● Yara 7NM  Brown belt
● Angelle 7NM Red belt

Well done to all who took part!

The next Ninja Grading opportunity will take place at the end of this 
term.



Enrichment 

MONDAY:
Lunch time
Maths Club Years 7, 7 & 9

Japanese Club Years 7 & 8

After School
Badminton Year 10 & Year 11 (girls and boys)

Persian Club All years

TUESDAY:
Lunch time
Maths Drop in Years 10 & 11

After School
Basketball All years (girls and boys)

Swimming All years

Football Year 10 and Year 11

Knitting Club All years

EAL Homework Club All years

WEDNESDAY:
Lunch time
Maths Homework All years

Choir All years

After School
Football Year 9

Cycling All years

Stem Club Years 7, 8 & 9



Dates for Diary
➢ Thursday 28 September 2023 - Opening Evening

Enrichment 

THURSDAY:
Lunchtime
Maths Drop in Years 10 & 11

After School
Football Years 7 & 8

Netball All years

Drama Club All years

Dance Club All years

Strings Ensemble All years

FRIDAY:
After School
Badminton Years 7, 8 and 9 (girls and boys)

Fitness All years

EAL Homework Club All years


