
Welcome to our first Newsletter of the academic year 2023-2024.  As 
Head of the School and Head of the Primary, we are delighted to 
welcome you as part of the Dean Trust family of schools.  We would 
like to thank you all for your support; it was a great start to the year. 
Pupils looked very smart in their new uniform and fully prepared for 
the new academic year ahead.   We would like to officially welcome 
our new Nursery, Reception and Year 7 cohorts. All made an 
excellent start and we look forward to working in partnership with 
their families over the coming years.  This week, we launched the 
Dean Trust Behaviour Hub programme in the Secondary phase and 
Primary phase will join this programme in the coming weeks. A key 
strategy is ‘Ready to Learn/Ready to Leave’ and it has been exciting 
to see our staff and pupils embracing this across the school at the 
start and end of every lesson. We will be communicating fortnightly 
with you via this Newsletter; it is an opportunity for us to share with 
you the fabulous work that goes on in our school as well as giving 
you key dates and information. Please take time to read and enjoy it.

 

With best wishes for the weekend,

 

Headteacher Message
Mrs. Josette Arnold & Mrs. Faye Bond

 

8th November 2024

Dear Parent/Carers

We have had another busy week with a range of visitors 
coming to visit our school and continuing to praise the way 
our pupils welcome visitors and feel confident in sharing 
their learning.

On the whole, our pupils in secondary have made a big 
effort with punctuality, with the vast majority now arriving at 
school by 8.29 am, ensuring that they are sat in class and 
ready to start their Tutor time session at 8.30 am.  May we 
thank you for your continued support in ensuring that your 
children arrive at school by 8.29 am.

This week, Mrs Arnold has visited numerous Art lessons and was impressed with 
Y7 classes and their Sealife  artwork and Y9 work with their thoughtful collages on 
World War 2.
Please below for example of the talents at our school.
 
We wish you a restful weekend,

Mrs Arnold and Mrs Bond



ART AND DESIGN 2024/25
Currently in the art department, year 9 and the pupils in the Prince’s Trust class are 
creating 3D poppies for the Remembrance Day memorial. These poppies will be 
displayed outside at the front of school on Remembrance Day, to show our respect. 
Here is an example of the poppies which have been made.

Year 7 have just completed their first cap assessment this term as part of their Pop Art 
project. Pupils were asked to complete a drawing of a coke can, which they then added 
tone to, creating a realistic study. Here are some amazing pupil examples! 

KS3



ART AND DESIGN 2024/25
Year 8 have been working on designing their day of the dead skulls, usual cultural 
pattern and design linked to Mexican culture. Pupils have started to add colours 
showing vibrancy and showing of their colour blending skills. 

Year 9 pupils have started their War projects by looking at the artist Rob Heard. They 
have researched the artist and his work, gaining facts and knowledge to help support 
them in producing an artist research page. This project ties in with Remembrance Day 
and our poppy making.



ART AND DESIGN KS4

KS4 - Year 10 pupils have kicked off the GCSE year with a Natural Forms project. 
Each pupil has chosen a particular area of natural forms to focus on, producing an 
artist research page linked to the illustrator Katie Scott. You can see here pupils 
showcasing their creative responses to her style of artwork.

 

Art Club has just kicked off this term for KS3 
starting off with cupcake studies in which pupils 
have learnt and developed their skills using 
watercolour, showing application of watercolour 
and colour blending using this particular medium. 
Next, pupils will have the opportunity to work with 
clay so they can develop their knowledge and 
skills in ceramics. 





E-safety Update

Dear Parents/ Carers,

Instagram (Meta) recently introduced new built-in protections for teens to enhance 
safety and provide peace of mind for parents. These updates apply to all users aged 
13-16 (or under 18 for new accounts) and include:

● Private accounts by default: New teen accounts will automatically be private.

● Sensitive content restrictions: Teen accounts will automatically be placed in the 

most restrictive setting, limiting exposure to sensitive content.

● Limited interactions: Teens can only be tagged or mentioned by people they 

follow, and offensive words and phrases will be filtered out of comments and direct 

messages.

● Time management tools: Instagram will notify users to take breaks after 60 

minutes of daily usage and enable "Sleep Mode" between 10 PM and 7 AM, 

muting notifications.

Parental controls allow you to supervise and approve changes to these settings. You 
can also manage daily screen time, block certain hours of access, and see who your 
child is interacting with (though not the message content).

For more detailed information, you can explore the official Instagram guide for parents:

https://about.fb.com/news/2024/09/instagram-teen-accounts/

Best regards,
Mr Majid
e-Safety Coordinator

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabout.fb.com%2Fnews%2F2024%2F09%2Finstagram-teen-accounts%2F&data=05%7C02%7CChayEdwards%40AbrahamMoss.co.uk%7Cafe9ffee3cf84583f88108dce464e5c8%7C08c21e9ce4c7432cb6e5a04ab9f83773%7C0%7C0%7C638636369204313350%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PTl4FlOCXsfoI0TSsspxC2cDmPZ7IvXHweS8VJ2sAAk%3D&reserved=0


Standards & Expectations
It has come to our attention that some of our pupils have started to 
wear long jersey skirts that are not part of our school uniform.  Please 
can we remind you of our uniform expectations below and ask that you 
check your child has the appropriate uniform before leaving for school 
each day.  If any items of uniform are missing, please inform the school 
should you require support.
 
Standards of Appearance
  

● Shirts should be tucked in;
● Skirts should be loose fitting and reach the knee or be the longer 

box pleat version available at Ziggy’s;
● Jewellery is not permitted;
● Hair should be smart in appearance, of natural colour, with no 

extreme haircuts (head shave, tram lines, etc);
● No makeup, false tan, nail varnish, or false nails/eyelashes;
● A school tie should be worn at all times;
● Plain black shoes, no trainers;
● Blazers must be worn at all times apart from in extreme hot 

weather, this will be communicated at Headteacher's discretion.
 



Standards & Expectations



Standards & Expectations- Primary 

It has come to our attention that some of our pupils have started to 
wear leggings and trainers that are not part of our school uniform.  
Please can we remind you of our uniform expectations below and ask 
that you check your child has the appropriate uniform before leaving for 
school each day.  If any items of uniform are missing, please inform the 
school should you require support.
 
Standards of Appearance
  

● Burgundy sweat top or cardigan;
● Polo shirts should be tucked in;
● Skirts should be black pleat knee length version worn with 

black tights;
● Plain black trousers worn with black socks;
● Plain black headscarf/hijab;
● Jewellery is not permitted;
● Hair should be smart in appearance, of natural colour, with no 

extreme haircuts (head shave, tram lines, etc);
● No fancy hair clips or headbands;
● Plain black shoes, no trainers;
● Red/white check summer dress (summer only with white socks);
● Tailored plain black shorts (summer only with black socks)

With your support, we will 
continue to improve the standards 
at AMCS. Together, we will 
continue to make progress, giving 
all our pupils the best life 
opportunities by developing 
hard-working and dedicated 
young children with high 
standards and aspirations.



Standards & Expectations

Equipment
All pupils must bring the following items to school. 

Item School Standard Not allowed

Appropriate black school 

bag sturdy and large 

enough to carry all 

belongings

Appropriate black school 

bag sturdy and large 

enough to carry all 

belongings

Fashion bags

‘man’ bags/ cross body 

bags

plastic bags

carrying belongings in 

blazer pockets

Pencil case Basics:

Two BLACK ink pens

One RED pen

One PURPLE pen

Two pencils

Eraser

Rigid ruler

Glue Stick

Blue pen for written 

work

Correction fluid

Felt tip pens

Optional other 

equipment

Coloured pencils

Scientific calculator

Dictionary

On the first day back tutors will check all pupils have the correct equipment for 
the Summer term. 

Sanctions will be applied for failing to meet equipment standards.



Standards & Expectations- Primary 

All pupils must bring the following items to school. 

Item School Standard Not allowed

Book bag Burgundy bookbag with 

logo, which is large 

enough to carry reading 

books and planner.

Fashion bags

‘man’ bags/ cross body 

bags, plastic bags or 

backpacks

PE Bag Burgundy PE Bag with 

logo 

Backpacks or plastic bags

Lunch-Bag (if on packed 

lunches)

Lunch bag, can be any 

colour

No backpacks



MyChildAtSchool (MCAS)

Dear Parents & Carers,

I hope this finds you all well as we near the end of another busy term.

We wrote at the end of term to inform you of a new development in home to school 
communication. Specifically, the investment in a new parent App called ‘My Child At School’ 
(MCAS). It is the intention that this will become the main way we send communications, share 
academic and pastoral information, set homework and eventually the way that you can pay for 
school lunches, trips and visits. This App will replace MYED and Satchel 1 from the beginning 
of the new summer term and will replace ParentPay later in the school year.  Therefore, all 
parents will need an MCAS and a separate ParentPay user account.

Consequently, it is essential that all parents and carers sign up to the app on their smartphone 
and home computer as soon as possible.

To facilitate this, you have received an email invite from ‘My Child At School’ to the email 
address we have on record for you. The email will detail a link to allow parents to sign up to the 
MCAS App. Your child will be able to access the account using their school email and they will 
receive homework via this portal from the start of the summer term.

Please visit the school website to access a parent guide which gives you detail on the features 
of the App, the advantages it will provide and also guides on how to use the various s features 
of the portal. It will also give you some FAQs and some troubleshooting tips. If you have any 
further questions or issues, please contact us at school where we will be able to help. 
Alternatively, please visit the MCAS App help page: 
https://docs.bromcom.com/article-categories/for-parents/

Kind regards

Mrs Worswick
Deputy Headteacher

 

TRANSLATIONS:

● Urdu MCAS
● Somali MCAS
● Romanian MCAS
● Persian MCAS
● English MCAS

https://docs.bromcom.com/article-categories/for-parents/
https://docs.bromcom.com/article-categories/for-parents/
http://abrahammoss.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/03/Urdu-MCAS-Parent-Carers-App-letter-March-24.pdf
http://abrahammoss.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/03/Somali-MCAS-letter.pdf
http://abrahammoss.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/03/Romanian-MCAS-Parent-Letter.pdf
http://abrahammoss.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/03/Persian-MCAS-App-letter-Mar-24.pdf
http://abrahammoss.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2024/03/Parent-Carers-App-letter-Mar-24.pdf


MyChildAtSchool (MCAS)



MyChildAtSchool (MCAS)



Digital Safety Information

Managing Screen Time

Are you worried your child has too much screentime or 
would like more advice on how to support your child in 
managing their screen time?

Internet Matters have a wealth of information on their website to help support 
you. This first link discusses how to get the most out of screen time and how to 
talk to your child about screen time:

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/protect-your-child/

The next link provides advice on how to tackle too much screen time and what 
the signs of having too much are:

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/deal-with-it/

 This final link provides a guide on how to create a balanced digital diet:

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/creating-a-balanced-digital-diet-with-s
creen-time-tips/

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/protect-your-child/
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/screen-time/deal-with-it/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/creating-a-balanced-digital-diet-with-screen-time-tips/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/creating-a-balanced-digital-diet-with-screen-time-tips/


MyChildAtSchool (MCAS)



Digital Safety Information

Google Family Link:

This is a parental control app from Google that lets you:

● See activity reports showing how long they spend on each app.
● Approve or block new app downloads.
● Set screen time limits.
● Find their location (using their device).

 You will need to download an app and then decide appropriate settings. 

https://families.google.com/familylink

 

 Apple Family Sharing:

You can set up Family Sharing in the settings of your device. Family 
Sharing allows you to:

● Share Apple subscriptions.
● Share purchases from the App Store.
● Approve what children purchase/download.
● Limit screen time.
● Share locations and find devices.

https://www.apple.com/uk/family sharing/

Do you need help managing your child’s device?

 You can use Google Family Link or Apple Family Sharing to help you depending on 
your child’s device.

https://families.google.com/familylink
https://www.apple.com/uk/family%20sharing/


Digital Safety Information

Monitoring Apps (paid for):

 In addition, there are apps that you can pay for that you may
 find provides a better solution for you. Whilst we cannot 
recommend a specific product, these are some examples 
that you could review and test using a free trial:

● Norton Family: https://uk.norton.com/products/norton-family
● Qustodio: https://www.qustodio.com/en/
● Family Time: https://familytime.io/

 

 Smoothwall Parent Online Safety Workshops

As part of Kat Howard from Smoothwall work with Manchester LA they are 
putting on a series of workshops for families across Manchester LA.

These workshops are to be held online, by Kat, and provide parents with 
up-to-date information, advice and guidance regarding online safety at home.

 Please find the links below for your families to sign up for both this term and 
next term.

Monday 17th June - Primary parents’ workshop 6-7pm - 
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uOkpglA1QmSJj7RrNAbxow

Thursday 20th June - Secondary parents’ workshop 6-7pm - 
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8rhDTQTru7Kfg2R1SmjA

 If you need any further information, please contact Kat Howard; 
katherine.howard@smoothwall.com

https://uk.norton.com/products/norton-family
https://www.qustodio.com/en/
https://familytime.io/
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uOkpglA1QmSJj7RrNAbxow
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_uOkpglA1QmSJj7RrNAbxow
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8rhDTQTru7Kfg2R1SmjA
https://smoothwall.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FC8rhDTQTru7Kfg2R1SmjA
mailto:katherine.howard@smoothwall.com


Digital Safety Information - Useful Websites for Parents

 https://www.internetmatters.org/

https://saferinternet.org.uk/

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe
/online-safety/

 https://www.childline.org.uk/

https://www.educateagainsthate.com/

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.educateagainsthate.com/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

